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TO CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR 



FIG. 2 
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CENTRAL CONTROLLER STORES THE INFORMATION 
IN THE CUSTOMER DATABASE ALONG WITH 
ASSIGNED CUSTOMER ID NUMBER 



CENTRAL CONTROLLER QUERIES THE POS 
CONTROLLER DATABASE TO DETERMINE THE RETAIL 
STORES IN THE CUSTOMER'S LOCALITY • 



CENTRAL CONTROLLER QUERIES THE MERCHANDISE DATABASE 
TO DETERMINE THE INVENTORY AVAILABLE TO THE CUSTOMER 
FROM THE RETAIL STORES IN THE CUSTOMER'S LOCALITY AND 
DISPLAYS THE INVENTORY DATA TO CUSTOMER S8-7 



CUSTOMER BROWSES INVENTORY DATA OF CENTRAL 
CONTROLLER, CHOOSES DESIRED MERCHANDISE AND AGREES 
TO PRICE WITH THE CENTRAL CONTROLLER SjHS 



FIG. 8A 
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1. 



CENTRAL CONTROLLER TRANSMITS CUSTOMER CREDIT 
CARD NUMBER, STORE ID NUMBER, AND MERCHANDISE 

ITEM NUMBER TO CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR S8-13 



CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR QUERIES THE CREDIT CARD 
NUMBER FIELD OF THE RESERVATION DATABASE TO SEE 
IF THE CREDIT CARD NUMBER SENT FROM THE POS 
TERMINAL MATCHES ANY CREDIT CARD NUMBERS S8- 



"5" 

TO FIG. 8C 

FIG. 8B 
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FROM FIG. 




TO FIG. 8D 



FIG. 8C 
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CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR RETRIEVES THE 
PRICE FROM THE PRICE FIELD OF 
THE RESERVATION DATABASE 



CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR UPDATES THE 
TRANSACTION DATE FIELD OF THE 
RESERVATION DATABASE AND SENDS 
THE TRANSACTION DATE TO THE 
CENTRAL CONTROLLER 



CREDIT CARD PROCESSOR 
SENDS THE PRICE TO THE 
POS CONTROLLER 



CENTRAL CONTROLLER UPDATES THE 

TRANSACTION DATE FIELD OF ITS 
TRANSACTION DATABASE INDICATING 
THAT THE TRANSACTION HAS 

BEEN COMPLETED S8-28 



CASHIER CHARGES THE CUSTOMER 
THE PRICE RECEIVED FROM THE 

POS CONTROLLER s8 . 2 



AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS DAY, POS CONTROLLER 
TRANSMITS AUTHORIZATIONS TO CREDIT 

CARD PROCESSOR s , 



AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS DAY, POS CONTROLLER UPLOADS 
THE QUANTITY AVAILABLE OF EACH MERCHANDISE ITEM 
NUMBER TO THE CENTRAL CONTROLLER s8 . 35 



AT THE END OF A BILLING CYCLE, BASED ON A 
PRE-NEGOTIATED CONTRACT, THE MANUFACTURER 
AND THE LOCAL STORE MAKE SETTLEMENT UPON THE 
INVENTORY DISPLAYED BY THE CENTRAL CONTROLLER 

AND DELIVERED BY THE LOCAL STORE SJW6 



( END ] 



FIG. 8D 
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CARD PROCESSOR 



AT CLOSE OF BUSINESS DAY, POS CONTROLLER UPLOADS 
THE QUANTITY AVAILABLE OF EACH MERCHANDISE ITEM 
NUMBER TO THE CENTRAL CONTROLLER S8 35 



AT THE END OF A BILLING CYCLE, BASED ON A PRE- 
NEGOTIATED CONTRACT, THE MANUFACTURER AND THE 
LOCAL STORE MAKE SETTLEMENT UPON THE INVENTORY 
DISPLAYED BY THE CENTRAL CONTROLLER AND 

DELIVERED BY THE LOCAL STORE qH „ 



FIG. 8E 
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